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Every culture has a different name for the event.  The dog owners of ancient Rome called it Admiratio diei erus or the "Day of Surprises."  Japanese pet owners describe the day with a saying, iuemademonai tonda chiru which roughly translates to "Needless to say, I am not picking up cherry blossoms!"  But in good old Edinboro, the Rummel home always just called it "Poop Patrol."  That Rite of Passage every spring that cleaned the yard of the winter's "waste."   It is a necessary event that permits the yard to be once again useable and it also serves several other important functions.  The most important is that by cleaning up the "do-do" it significantly decreases the number of parasite eggs and larva that can re-infect your dog , cat or even a child. Don't forget the sandboxes as cats love to use them as litter boxes!  A member of the bucket brigade at Rummel's Rubbish Removers earned two-bits for each bucket.  Before you say I am cheap you need to know that I also provided rubber boots, coveralls, gloves, a trowel or shovel (I let them pick) and a big Ol' Smile of Gratitude when the job was done!  Always did a heart good to see the kids having "fun" after being inside all winter!

 

Seriously though, isn't it amazing the things you find in your yard in the spring that have actually passed through your dog.  Maybe it's just because I have had dogs that will eat paper towel, cardboard, aluminum foil, plastic bags or any thing else that was in the way when they were chomping their way to the bottom of the waste basket to get that quarter size piece of discarded bacon. The kids used to tell me stories of the mysteries that were solved when they would find that missing hair tie or who had really eaten the Klondike that disappeared that night in January.   But now they are gone.  I am doing it myself and it's simply amazing! (I'm saving a ton of money too!)  Still can't figure out though what the blue pieces of plastic are from?

 

The spring thaw also exposes other things in your yard as well.  Things like flower bulbs that Mr. Skunk dug up looking for grubs.  They are toxic and make your pet very sick or can even be fatal.  We saw a case this week.   By policing the yard you can pick up other yucky things that your pet would love to eat or roll in.  Often snacking on these delicacies will make them ill.  

 

Something else that ratchets up the regurgitation rate and that is Easter ham and grilled Kielbasa.  No matter how many times we tell our clients not to feed any, even a little piece, to their pet, they do.  And we always see a number of the puking pooches after the holiday, "sick as a dog," as they say.  So, no ham, Kielbasa, chocolate bunnies or other holiday treats this year, please.   When the weather becomes warm we tend to want to get things cleaned up.  Once again, watch how you store household cleaners and dump the water immediately after use.   Gardeners, watch the fertilizers you purchase.  Some that contain herbicides and/or insecticides can be dangerous especially when in solution and accidently consumed.  And before buying new plants to put next to the house, check to see how toxic they are to your pet. A little time can save a lot of sorrow.

 

Spring also highlights something we have in common with our dogs.  Over the winter we may have put on a few pounds and have gotten a little out of shape.  The warm weather encourages us to increase our activities outside.   When I brought my bicycle out the other day I thought Winner was going to have a coronary he was so excited.  After we rode about 5 miles, I also thought he was going to have one.  Yet last fall he could run for 7 or 8 miles easily without a problem.  We need to go slow, warm up first before strenuous activity and gradually increase the level of activity.  My bones told me that I over did it and you can expect your pet to be sore or even lame as well when they go overboard.  So take it slowly especially with older animals.  Throwing ball with your dog and having them retrieve it is a great way to provide exercise.  A suggestion however, don’t use golf balls!  They can be swallowed…don't believe it?  I just removed one from a retriever last week.  Smooth rubber balls are best.  Tennis balls will collect grit and cause premature wearing of teeth so try to avoid.

 

With warm weather come fleas so make sure you start a safe effective product. It's easier to prevent infestation than to treat it.  Lyme disease is another problem and is at almost epidemic levels in our area so it is important to use tick protection against these nasty beasts. There is also a vaccine available for Lyme disease that is very effective.  Talk to your veterinarian about risk levels for various diseases in our region and don't forget to ask about heartworms.  This disease is transmitted by mosquitoes.  Make sure you have your pet tested by your veterinarian before starting preventative if you have stopped it over the winter. And definitely use a preventative.  They are safe, very effective and easy to use.  Check to make sure all vaccines are current and that there are no internal parasites to slow your pet down.  Now let's get our bucket and trowel and start some spring cleaning!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

