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I can always tell when the Christmas Holiday Season is coming without looking at the calendar.  Around this time of year our house begins to pack in “supplies.”  Not quite like a squirrel storing its winter supply of nuts for survival, although we usually are nuts by the end of the season.  It’s not even like we are preparing for an expedition to the North Pole for an adventure…though close.  It’s more like we are gathering and hoarding vast quantities of flour, sugar, dried fruits and nuts for a siege, which of course we are!  Now there are some absolute necessities to be able to handle sieges…like chocolate!  All kinds, along with the fudge, without a doubt.  Oh yeah, I love the holidays.  I always manage though to get myself into trouble usually by trying to be the self appointed “taste tester.”   My strength seems to be tasting the wrong thing at the wrong time.  Our pets can also get into a heaping helping of holiday hazards as well if we are not careful.
 

For instance, that essential element of any holiday siege, chocolate, it’s extremely toxic.  Regular chocolate and even milk chocolate will poison your pet.  Those luscious Smoothies and chocolate covered pretzels can be deadly.  Christmas time is especially dangerous because there is a lot of baking and unsweetened baker’s chocolate packs a real wallop.  All chocolate contains “theobromine“  which causes hyperexcitability, nervousness, vomiting, diarrhea and sometimes even death.   Baker’s chocolate however has a much higher level of theobromine and as we often leave cooking supplies out or place bowls of candy on the coffee table for guests it makes easy but dangerous pickin’s for Barfy.
Speaking of picking at things, I’ve always been shocked at how quickly the pets start checking out anything new in their home.  Things like electric cords. They smell them, they lick them and sometimes they try to taste them.  As we invade their territory and start to decorate, electric cords of all sizes and colors suddenly appear, snaking their way around corners and behind chairs. They lead to some really interesting things like Christmas tree lights, electric candles, trains and a myriad of other treasures.  Our pets are curious creatures with anything new in their home, especially kittens and puppies.  Taping these cords down with painters tape (won’t pull paint or paper off the wall) limits their "dangliness" and our pet’s interest.  Even covering them with a small wire harness, that can be purchased at an automotive store, can help.  Severe burns of the mouth, respiratory failure from the lungs filling with fluid after being shocked or even electrocution can occur if Nippy bites or chews  into the cord.  We certainly don’t want curiosity to really kill the cat!

When the children were very young one holiday season I learned how important it is to make sure the tree and other decorations are properly anchored and I really did want to kill the cat…I should say cats!
There is a well known holiday idiom called the “Rummel Cats and Christmas Tree Correlation Factor.”  It states that there is a direct correlation between the number cats in a household, the value of the ornaments and presents on or under the tree, when one is expecting company and the probability that the Christmas Tree will end up being knocked over by said cats thereby damaging or destroying everything on or below said tree!  If you have never had the experience of watching a Christmas tree mysteriously rock back and forth and then…TIMBERrrr, with the two feline felons dashing from their evergreen “sleigh” on Christmas Eve, well … it’s a treat!   Moral of this true story…Anchor all Christmas trees securely.  Piano wire, picture frame hanging wire or surveyor’s cord works very.  Keep a spray bottle of water (with just a few drops of lemon juice or vinegar in it) to do some long distance target practice on your cats if they show too much interest in rising to new heights!

I’m partial to holiday traditions.  Especially ones like getting a smooch under the mistletoe. I partake in this as often as possible!   Mistletoe however can be the kiss of death for your dog or cat.  Ingesting this plant or berries will produce severe stomach upset and some varieties can lead to liver failure, seizure and death.  Poinsettias on the other hand will only cause some irritation of the mouth and stomach.  They are not specifically toxic although they have a bad reputation.  Ol’ Bowser will get very nauseous, and do his own holiday decorating of the carpet with vomit and diarrhea however if he Un-decks the Halls and chews on the boughs of Holly. The Holly plant and berries are toxic.
“Decking the Halls”, putting up decorations and trimming the tree help create the atmosphere of the season.  We all do our best to try and maintain it.  One of the ways we do this is to add products to the tree water to help feed it and conserve its beauty.   Remember to cover this water to prevent your pets from drinking it.  Keep the water as fresh as possible because stagnant water has bacteria that will cause Stinky to get her Gastro-intestinal system upset and that means vomiting and diarrhea and that doesn’t help the holiday spirit.  

So, be careful when cooking with chocolate and keep the goodies up and out of reach.  Cover and secure electric cords, anchor your tree and place other valuable decorations where pets cannot break them.   Careful with live plants, they’re beautiful but tempting and provide plenty of fresh water so your pets aren’t sipping from the stand!  Next time we’ll talk about five more holiday hazards, so prepare for the siege and enjoy the season.
