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James R. Rummel, VMD
Holiday Hazards…(part three)

It’s certainly beginning to look a lot like Christmas in the Rummel household!  After six trips to the attic, all the decorations are ready.  Great smells greet me each time I enter the house, signaling a new batch of Holiday treats coming out of the oven.  Many of the gifts have been purchased, my letter to Santa is on its way and we have already watched “The Muppet Christmas Carole.”  Today, we are going to finish trimming the tree! (Remember, no tinsel ).
Speaking of Christmas trees, have you ever heard of the “Rummel Cats and Christmas Tree Correlation Factor”?  It’s a well known idiom in the veterinary field.  It states that there is a direct correlation between the number cats in a household, the value of the ornaments and presents on or under the tree, when one is expecting company and the probability that the Christmas Tree will end up being knocked over by said cats thereby damaging or destroying everything on or below said tree!  If you have never had the experience of watching a Christmas tree mysteriously rock back and forth and then…TIMBERrrr, with the two feline felons dashing from their evergreen “sleigh” on Christmas Eve, well … it’s a treat!   Moral of this true story…Anchor all Christmas trees securely.  Piano wire, picture frame hanging wire or surveyor’s cord works very.  Keep a spray bottle of water (with just a few drops of lemon juice or vinegar in it) to do some long distance target practice on your cats if they show too much interest in rising to new heights!
Another tip that you will get a charge over is how to keep those “tinselating” electric cords attached to Twinkle Lights and window candles from becoming a shocking and potentially lethal experience for your pets!  Extra cords and plugs dangling from the tree or window present a great new collection of “chew toys” for Miss Kitty and Peaches.  Another haunting true story from Christmas past is the ghostly image of O.C., my cat, contently chewing on and placing about 50 punctures in the transducer cord of the brand new Ultra-Sound unit that Santa had somehow crammed down my chimney at the tune of about $12,000 back in ‘85!  Unfortunately, it wasn’t plugged in, (just joking)!  So let’s tape cords down to the carpet or against the wall. Painters trimming tape works well since it won’t remove paint or finish.  Another great idea … see if Santa can deliver some wire harness early or purchase some at any store that sell automotive parts or that install stereos/ remote auto-starters into vehicles.  It comes in various sizes and can be stored with the decorations and reused every year.  A little Bitter-Apple spray onto the entire length of the wire harness wouldn’t hurt either.
With all the snow, the shovel brigades are out in full force.  At my home that means, me!  I often use some Ice Melt or salt to keep walkways clear of ice and snow after all that hard work.  If you are using something other than plain salt, read the label to address any potential toxic problems and always wipe your pet’s feet off when they come in to clean the salt or chemicals from their fur.  These chemicals can cause skin irritation or GI problems if ingested and I know my dog, Cajun, is always picking the snow out of her fur and licking her feet when she comes in from her snowy romps.

Here’s a quick list of some other unique Holiday items that pets have made me familiar with over the years. Hate to burst your bubble, but its ix-nay to the Bubbling Christmas Tree Lights, which contain Methylene Chloride.  If one of your pets decides to burst one these fascinating decorations by chewing and breaking them, it could be a disaster.  Methylene Chloride is of moderate or lethal toxicity depending on the amount of fluid ingested or inhaled!  Adding a little color to your Yuletide fire?  Watch out because the “Fireplace Colors” can cause severe vomiting, diarrhea and even convulsions if ingested!  Keep the Christmas fireplace colors covered in a chew proof can.  We all want to preserve our Christmas memories but watch what you are putting in the water of your Christmas tree to keep it from dropping needles.  Read the label.  Cats love to find new places to drink and the Christmas tree stand makes a great Wassail Bowl!  If you are heading south for the holidays or over the winter, remember to continue giving Fido’s heartworm prevention.  Don’t to forget to buy the proper batteries for the i-pods, cameras, watches and mp3 players.  Let’s not forget however that a battery rolling across the floor or a disc battery that can be dribbled around like a hockey puck by “Jacque le Cat” are totally “tinselating” to our pets,.  Batteries are potentially highly toxic and caustic!  Pick them up and keep them out of reach!  If  one is swallowed, call your veterinarian!
And finally, I know everyone loves surprise gifts for Christmas.  However giving a pet as a surprise is definitely not necessarily going to make the season “Jolly”!  Many “gift” pets end up at shelters or dumped on the side of the road by cowards.  There are already enough unwanted animals. You love your pets but everyone doesn’t always feel the same way!  Let’s be courteous pet owners.  Ask before bringing your “kids” as you make your Holiday rounds. 
I hope these Holiday Hazard articles have helped to make you aware of some of the possible problems to avoid over the holidays and I hope you have had a few chuckles along the way.  Have a wonderful holiday and remember those that are serving to protect us!  Merry Christmas!
