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It’s really starting to feel like Christmas!  We had the first big snow storm over the weekend, we have most of the decorations up, started the baking of cookies and making of the chocolate fudge.  Linda and I have an assembly line going and it seems everyone wants a taste including Winner and Comet. But as we learned last time, chocolate and pets do not mix as well as the sweetened cranberries and almonds that we are adding.  Cooking chocolate can create Christmas casualties if we are not careful.

The fudge recipe we use requires the secret ingredients to boil for at least 4 minutes while we constantly stir and then we pour in the chips and marshmallows and other special additives and stir until thoroughly mixed. Often many of the ingredients end up on the counter and some even make it to the floor where if we are not careful the “cleanup crew” swoops in for the goodies. These “helpers” often get underfoot and can cause us to trip or to spill some very hot sticky material that will burn them or us severely.  The sugar syrup for hard tack or suckers is well over 350 degrees and will stick like peanut butter as it burns the skin.  So bring in the crew after you’re done cooking and keep them secure during the cooking and commotion.

Sometimes “Barfy” doesn’t even have to settle for the crumbs.  Sometimes he just looks at us with those big sad eyes as we sit feasting on our Christmas turkey or ham.  “I’m sooo hungry,” they seem to say.  “I don’t know if I can make it…unless I have a piece of that turkey skin and while you’re at it can I have some leftover potatoes and gravy!?  Oh yeah, I love giblets and no one in the family really likes them!  I’ll help out, really I will.”
Of course Barfy’s stomach and GI system is pleading with you….”No, please NO, remember last time when we got so sick and “decorated” the rug in the family room?”  But the “eyes” have it and we usually fall prey to the begging.  Dietary indiscretion (pancreatitis, gastritis) is probably the most common post holiday problem we see although I must throw “garbage gut” (trash can raiding) in there as well.  So cover the trash and please don’t feed your pets things they are not used to eating.
I am always surprised at how much fun a cat can have with just about nothing.  A piece of wrapping paper, a platic bag, a piece of tinsel is all they need.  It’s comical to watch them pounce, swat and “kill” those imaginary villains.  They can also however become entangled or swallow their toys of ribbon or string.  That is not very funny as it often leads to a linear foreign body in the intestine.  The bowel tries to push the string through but there is nothing to “grab” onto so the bowel action continues, the linear foreign body stays put and a sawing action occurs.  This eventually cuts smalls holes in the bowel.  The bowel action can actually get piled up on itself creating an accordion effect as well. These are both surgical problems and very dangerous so keep the string, ribbon, tinsel and plastic bags up and out of reach!
Likewise with the millions of various size batteries for all of our different electronic gizmos that we have lying around the house.  We need to be ever ready to pick these up and dispose of them properly.  I know, you get a real charge out of watching that cat of yours bipping and batting that copper top across the counter top but we need to dispose of them properly when worn out or put them away if new. They actually make great things to chew on.  Cats seem to like the AAA while my dogs have always preferred the “D” size.  The insides are very caustic and will burn the mouth and skin of your pets and if swallowed can cause your pet to “keep on going” …if ya know what I mean!
And finally, (as he mounts his soap box), let’s have some Christmas courtesy.  You love your dog, I love your dog, but everyone doesn’t like Sammy the St Bernard drooling all over their nice new Christmas outfit.  And when Gertrude the German Shorthair bounds to greet the guests, knocking them and all their goodies to the ground it doesn’t bring a smile of Holiday cheer.  Some people are actually allergic to cats and when all five of your lovelies jump up on their lap purring and rubbing and precipitating an allergy attack that lasts over their entire Christmas vacation, they aint happy.  If you plan to bring your pets to someone’s home, please ask them first and accept their wishes.  Things are hectic enough but if they say OK…well then Bring It On!  
And that’s what I say, Bring this wonderful holiday season on.  Let’s remember to be safe and use common sense when cooking and feeding our pets.  Keep things picked up to prevent accidental ingestion or poisonings and please, bring Christmas cheer, not Christmas leers!  Safe travels and prayers of peace and prosperity for you and yours for the New Year. Merry Christmas everyone from Jim, Linda, Comet and The Winner Dog!

