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Stand Like a Tree, Curl Up Like a Rock…
The pass was a beautiful spiral, the receiver reached up fighting for the ball with the coverage man at the back of the end zone while dragging his feet to keep them inbounds…Touchdown!  Everything about the play was perfect except for two things.  The first being that the back of the end zone also happened to be Mrs. McCabe’s rose bushes that were crushed  as they tore the heck out of Bill William’s arms  and secondly, no one figured that Jim Clapton’s Collie, named Jasper, would take his job as strong safety so seriously and take a chunk out of Bill’s leg.  I mean we were playing Jim’s front yard and he was helping Jim cover Bill during the play but no one imagined that Good Ol’ Jasper would bite Bill.  Not once but twice!   I mean, we had played football like this a dozen times and Jasper was everyone’s buddy.  
Then there was the time that Bill and I were wrestling upstairs at the Rummel house.  We were on the high school team and were practicing some moves.  Of course we were not supposed to be in my room wrestling, breaking things and such but, hey, we were guys, in high school, on the wrestling team and you never knew when you had to practice a takedown!   My side kick Bismark, my Miniature Schnauzer, was there bouncing up and down barking, “cheering” me on until Bill scored two points by taking me down; (of course he cheated by using my dresser for leverage).  Then “ Bizzer” decided “cheering” wasn’t fun anymore.  It was time to “help” his best friend.  You got it; Bill got nailed (again).  I must admit that Bismark was a yappy little guy that always got the last “word,” but he alway loved doing tricks for my friends, had never been aggressive toward them and they knew him well and loved him. 
Both of these events would not have been a surprise if I had known what I know now about dog behavior.  In both cases we were being very physical, making lots of noise and running or moving quickly.  In both cases we had gotten the dogs all “revved” up.  They were barking, jumping, chasing (in Jasper’s case), growling (in Bismarck’s case) and becoming increasingly agitated, but of course, we thought they were just playing along. 

Then the situation and instincts took over.  Jasper was a Collie, bred to herd and to protect the flock.  When sheep run away, the dog runs after and tries to “herd” them or nip at their heels to move them in the right direction.  Schnauzers were bred to kill rats in German warehouses and ship yards where quick movements in confined areas along with noise would trigger response.  Plus, we were in their territory. We had created perfect situations for these two guys to become “all that they could be.”
So lesson one is not to create “situations.”  If your dog tends to be pushy or aggressive when guests come to your house, separate them and do not let them interact.  If your pet growls at someone, that is a warning, get control.  If loud noise and activity agitate him, remove him from the source or ask the people involved to quiet down.  Learn about the behavior of your dog’s breed and understand its body language.  Take a training course with your pet, you will both benefit.  In short, be a responsible pet owner.
It is important that you know what to do if a “situation” occurs.  It is also very important that you teach your children.  If a strange dog comes near, stand like a tree.  Cross your arms over your chest with hands covering your neck.  Odds are the dog will just sniff you.  Do not have eye contact with the animal.  If you run, the dog will chase you and possibly bite.  If it knocks you down, curl up like a rock, knees to your chest.  Place your elbows over your ears with fists covering your neck.  If you have a coat on pull it over your head.  The dog may nose you and could tear at your cloths, dig at you with their feet or even bite you.  As difficult as it might be, try to remain still and quiet.  It is essential that you do not scream or kick at the animal as this will stimulate a more aggressive response.   Be quiet until the dog leaves.  If you have a coat, book bag, bicycle, etc try to use it as a barrier.  Give them something to bite such as a cane or sweatshirt.
Never try to pet or tease an animal that is chained , behind a fence, sitting in a car, boat or any confined space.  As we talked about last time, always ask the owner for permission to approach and pet their animal.  If they say “no,” respect it!  If they aren’t present, then don’t pet.  If the animal is sick or afraid, don’t push things.

To introduce yourself to a dog, turn sidewise and present a fist, wrist down, without making eye contact.  Allow the dog to sniff you and then if permitted, pet gently on back of the shoulder, not the head.

Instruct your children to let you know if a stray is in the area.  Never approach stray dogs, cats or wild animals, especially if they are attracted to light and sound.   It is important that children know to report any bite wound to you without fear of punishment.  Any bite wound can spread Rabies and many times a child will avoid mentioning contact with a wild animal, bat or stray for fear of punishment.  Always report a bite wound to the County Health Department and your physician.  Remember that there are no second chances if you contract Rabies!
So let’s learn as much as we can about dog behavior and body language.  We should avoid creating “situations” and we should teach our children the proper etiquette for meeting dogs and their owners and what to do if confronted by a strange dog.  And then we can prevent animal attacks with education and we can support P.A. A.W.E.

