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Your Dog’s Health in Jeopardy?

“May I have ‘Endocrine Diseases of Dogs’ for $50 Alex.” 

“Very nice choice.  For $50, The most common hormonal condition that affects canines.”

“What is  ‘Hypothyroidism’?” 

“Cooo-rect! Choose again please.”

“I’ll stay with ‘Endocrine Diseases’ for $100 Alex!”

“A condition that can cause weight gain, lethargy, dry dull hair coat, flaky skin, excessive shedding, increase skin pigmentation, failure of hair to grow back after clipping, increase in skin infections and other skin manifestations.”

 “That would be ‘What is Hypothyroidism’, Alex”

“Absolutely right, you still have control of the board.”

“Endocrine for $200 please.”

“Listen closely.” “Symptoms can include decreased heart rate, avoidance of cold and heat seeking, chronic ear problems, cholesterol infiltration of the cornea, abnormal heat cycles, decreased fertility, decreased tear production and even neurologic problems .”

“Why um, ah, that would also be, ‘What is Hypothyroidism?’ Alex.”

“Correct again, you’re on a roll.”

“Wow, Alex, hypothyroidism seems to affect every system in my dogs body!”

“I’m sorry, you must answer with a question.”

“Pardon me?”

“That’s right.”

“What’s right?”

“Correct.”

“Co-rect?  This is crazy Alex!”

“No, no, that’s a statement.  You see I make the statements and you answer with a question.  For example, I might say ‘This common hormonal condition of dogs is most common in Golden Retrievers, Dobermans, Cocker Spaniels, Irish Setters, Dachshunds, Miniature Schnauzers, Boxers, Beagles and many other breeds and can give them a “tragic facial expression” or “hooded brow” appearance.’  And you would answer, “What is Hypothyroidism?”

“But Alex, all the answers are Hypothyroidism.  This isn’t very challenging, is it?”

“I’m sorry, that’s incorrect!  Actually, Hypothyroidism can be very challenging to diagnose.  We just made it easy for you because you’re on this game show!  Because many times these symptoms can initially be very minor and progress slowly, they are often overlooked.  And, since the thyroid gland regulates the entire body’s metabolic rate, it really does affect every system of the body in one way or another.  And because it weakens the body’s defenses, other conditions exist and are often treated as the primary condition.”

“Now, I understand.  May I have one more chance?”

“Very good, see you used a question!”  Yes, you may make one more selection.”

“OK, I’ll finish the category and choose Endocrine Diseases.”

Ding, ding, ding, ding…. The Daily Double!

“You must be excited….now be very careful when answering.  Speaking of daily double, This hormonal condition is successfully treated, using a twice-daily dose of hormone replacement tablets.  A blood test must be taken to diagnose this condition and once stabilized, blood work is usually recheck every 6 months. (We’ll call that a yearly double).  It is important that this blood be drawn approximately 4-6 hours after the medication is given to measure the proper levels..  Too high of hormones levels is very dangerous for the health of your dog.”
“I know this!  I know this!!  ‘What is Hypothyroidism?’ Alex”
“CO-Recto-MUNDO!  And since you have recognized the signs and symptoms of Hyopthyroidism, both you and your dog are winners!”

Seriously, hormonal conditions such as hypothyroidism in your pets are not games.  They affect the health and longevity of your pet.  So, Let’s Make a Deal, and if your dog has any of the symptoms listed above, especially a combination of those symptoms, call your veterinarian and have your pet tested for hypothyroidism.  I’m sure the Price is Right!

