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I’m ahead of last year at this time.  The major gifts are all in their hiding places anxious to be decorated.  Safe in their secret vaults around the house that are known only to me…and I guess Comet Kitty as there was cat hair on the Mohair sweater last year when I went to wrap it.  It’s not surprising that he can find these places when my wife and children never have.  Cats are such curious creatures.  When I am wrapping presents, Comet is right there checking out the boxes and paper.  He loves to crawl into bags and sniff at the ribbon.  He bats at the ribbon ends as they hang over the table edge.  And how about the tree ornaments?  I think this year we are going to take bets on how long the bottom row of ornaments will stay in place.  He seems to specially enjoy my Steeler ornament.  Those Black and Gold threads that encase the bulb are getting a little thread bare.  Don’t know if he is trying to tell me something or not.  

It does a heart good to watch these antics however as usual; I have to play the Scrooge.  Actually my daughters call me Daddy Downer when I remind them of the certain dangers that can be associated with things.  Hey someone has to do it.  Ribbon and tinsel are some of your cat’s favorite things to play with and some of the least favorite things that your veterinarian has to remove as foreign bodies after your kitty eats them.  It’s sort of like a long spaghetti noodle.  Once you start, the whole thing slips down.  These are called linear foreign bodies and your pet’s bowel can not pass them.  The foreign body becomes taut and the bowel begins to pleat or accordion as the intestine tries to push it along.  Then this rigid linear foreign body begins to act as a saw blade.  Slowly it begins to cut its way through the intestinal wall with each new attempt to move it.  A nightmare for your pet and the surgeon as there are often multiple places that the bowel becomes perforated and this gang is Major surgery.

And who invented those ornaments made out of dough?  Certainly not a veterinarian!  We have (had) one from Ocean City that was painted so nicely.  It was lovingly signed and glazed by its creator.  It looked like a crab however Ol’ Cajean just thought it looked like food!   Gone…Merry Christmas!  These petrified pastries always have some wire cooked (?) into them as an anchor point for Christmas Tree Ornaments Hooks.  These pointy wires and hooks also make wonderful foreign bodies.  They do however show up very nicely on an X-ray unlike their linear foreign body cousin.
Last week Daddy Downer tried to convince you not to feed your pets turkey and gravy and ham and cookies and candy and…anything but dog food.   No matter, we continue to see sick pooches.  Those owners must not read the paper.  In all my excitement to try to keep you from giving your pets these bad “goodies” I forgot to try to limit the amount of fun you can have while preparing these foods as well.  Food is hot. We all know how horribly hot the goo for popcorn balls and hard tack candy needs to be to come out properly.  It is very unforgiving and when pets are underfoot it is a recipe for disaster!  And when something right out of the oven hits the floor and is gobbled up in the blink of an eye…Ouch!  

I may be Daddy Downer but I ALWAYS get charged up for Christmas; the family, the decorations, the food, the Special Day it celebrates, just everything that surrounds it.  Of course I don’t mind the gifts, never did.  I loved the trains and race cars when I was a kid.  Now I love the GPS’s, PDA’s, LCD Digital Photo Frames and all the high tech stuff.  It used to be everything was powered by those huge”D” batteries.  Now it’s amazing, “AAAA” and smaller.  They are just the perfect size for your pet to gobble them up as they roll across the floor.  Those little silver ones for watches are the neatest but they actually can be the most toxic.  Oh, there I go again. 
Our pets help make our lives and our holidays more enjoyable.  They have become part of our family.  They accompany us everywhere often as much as our children.  I know it’s hard to believe but just like Scrooge didn’t like kids, some people do not enjoy animals.  Let’s be courteous pet owners this Holiday Season.  I know this is tough to understand, but just because Jumper, your 60 pound perpetual puppy, likes to leap into your lap each time you sit down, some people don’t appreciate it when he does it to them…with wet feet.  Isn’t he cute?!   When visiting don’t assume that it is acceptable to bring Koda, King, Cobra and Conan, your four 85 pound Golden Retrievers with you even if they have their Elf Suits on that you made them!  Some people are actually allergic to cats and their antihistamine may help them make it through the evening during your Christmas party even with your three cats in the house.  However, when your cats ”snuggle” with them (Aww, how cute is that!), they may have serious issues. 
So have a great time this Holiday Season.  Enjoy wrapping the presents, preparing all the goodies, “playing” with “toys” but remember what Daddy Downer says.  Pick up after yourself when wrapping, especially the string and ribbon. Things are busy enough in the kitchen during the holidays without two cats and a dog underfoot.  Good habits all year pay big safety dividends around the holidays.  NO tinsel on the tree (sorry).  Place those Baguette Balls, candy canes and Martha Stewart’s Wizened Apple People high up in the branches. Out of reach!  Don’t leave wrapping paper, toy parts, batteries or envelopes with money (just threw that in) laying around on the floor after opening gifts.  And let’s all be Pet Polite to our guests especially when we travel and visit.

Please take a moment to reflect and maybe even say a little prayer for those that cannot be with loved ones during the Holidays.  Some special thoughts and prayers are in order for the soldiers, sailors and support staff that keeps us free.  Now Daddy Downer can hit the hay and have sugar plums dance in his head (sweetened with Splenda) knowing that you all are aware of holiday hazards for your pets.  So have a Happy Holiday, a Merry Christmas and to ALL, a GOOD night! 
